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May 2008  

 

Date: May 24, 2008 

Time: 8:00 am ñ1:00 pm 

Rummage  
Sale 

Supplemental funds provided by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Start cleaning those closets!    

What you donõt need anymore  

could be someoneõs treasures!   

Round up those items  

you wish to donate.  

After the sale, everything will be donated  

and no more items accepted. 

Contact person:  Kathy Poe   667 -7209 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

Do you ever wonder why God created us?  
Why did God choose to gift us with the earth, 
the sea, the sky, and all that is in them?   
Look back over the last few centuries of hu-
man history. If YOU were God and you knew 
what humanity was capable of: hatred, jeal-
ousy, infidelity, child abuse, murder, rape, 
waréif you knew beforehand that what you 
were about to make could do such hideous 
things, would you have proceeded with your 
plans, or would you have gone onto other 
things? I wonder sometimes what God was 
thinkingé I wonder what I would have done, 
had the choice been up to me. 
 

But thanks be to God, none of these things 
hindered Godôs plans for us. God knew what 
we were capable of, and made it all anyway. 
God created all of this wonderful and majestic 
creation, proclaimed that it was good, and 
simply laid it all at our feet as a pure and per-
fect gift. That ñgoodnessò and ñgiftò also in-
cludes you and me. As a current song asks, 
ñif [God] made everything marvelous, what 
does that make me?ò 
 

There is a fabulous joke about this I heard 
recently. One day Jesus was walking around 
heaven and he saw an old man sitting on a 
cloud, weeping. Walking over to him, Jesus 
asked if he could join him. The old man in-
vited him to sit down with him. Jesus asked, 
ñWhy are you crying? Heaven is a place of 
joy! There are no more tears and no more 
sorrow here.ò  The man replied, ñI am crying 
because I was thinking about my son. When 
I was on earth, I was a carpenter and I had 
one son. He was different from all his 
friends; no one quite understood him. When 
he was old enough, he began to work with 
me and eventually became a carpenter him-
self. He brought nothing but joy to my heart.  
He was a wonderful boy, but eventually he 
was betrayed by those who were closest to 
him.ò Fresh tears rolled down the manôs 
wrinkled cheeks. ñI just wish I could look into  
 
 

 his eyes one more time and tell him that I  
love him.ò  Jesus looked closely at the old  
man for a moment and then whispered, 
ñPapa?ò The old man raised his head. 
ñPinocchio?ò 
 

OK. Maybe the joke isnôt exactly ñfabulous,ò 
but it sure made me laugh. But hereôs the 
thing: God DID make everything marvelous.  
God created us out of love and the desire to 
be in relationship with us, not so that we 
could be puppets on a string with no will of 
our own. God wants us to love him because 
we want to, not because he forces us. What 
kind of love is that? Whatever that is, it sure 
isnôt love! God wants us to want him as much 
as God already wants us. And, perhaps the 
best news of all, there is nothing we could 
ever do, say, or think that would ever make 
God love us any less. Nothing. Itôs impossible! 
 
For those of us who are parents of either       
2-footed human or 4-footed ñfurryò children, 
we are blessed to get a glimpse of this love. 
Sure, we might feel angry or disappointed in 
their actions on occasion, perhaps when our 
delightful child draws on the wall with a per-
manent marker, or when sweet Kitty leaves a 
ñsurpriseò in our favorite shoes, but that  
doesnôt mean that we love them any less. I 
am convinced that it is the same with God. I 
am quite sure there are times that God gets a 
little frustrated with me and my stubbornness 
and willfulness and whatever else that I tend 
to do that God would rather that I didnôt.  But  
I also know to the very core and fiber of my 
being that God still loves me, no matter what  
I do or neglect to do. God still loves me and 
wants to be my friend. And I, more than any-
thing else, want to be his friend, too. And so it 
is in, through, and because of this outra-
geous, unreasonable, nonsensical love called 
grace that we were created. Because God 
wanted ME. Because God wanted YOU.    
Because God wanted US. 
 

Living with you in Godôs Amazing Grace,  

Pastor Kim   
 



May Congregational Life Committee 
 

Susan Burns   417-876-2039 
Jim & Norma Cory   667-7355 
Jim & Vicki Liley   667-4605 
Russell & Tamara Hogan   417-465-4856 
Joyce Rodieck   667-7703 
John & Karen Cussimanio   549-9834 
Amy Switzer   667-2843 
Geoff & Beth Stewart   667-6685 
 

Vision Statement  
 

To be like Christ in all things.  
 

Mission Statement  
We are a growing community of faith  

called, committed, and sent  

to Make Christ known at all time  

through words and actions throughout the world.  

Committee Reports 
 

Building and Grounds   (Jack Lathrop)   
There was slight damage to the church roof due to recent 
rains. The contractor has inspected the damage. Buddyôs 
Lawn Service will continue to mow the church yard.   
 

Congregational Life  (Grace Harold & Ellen Byergo) 
Upcoming events are the celebration on May 11 of Pente-
cost Sunday, Motherôs Day, the last day of Sunday 
School, and the Secret Spiritual Sponsor reveal. May 24 is 
a garage sale. 
 

Young Adults     
The youth are doing well with fundraising. The money 
from the Easter breakfast was used to send several youth 
on a trip to Silver Dollar City with the Methodist Church 
youth. There will be a car wash on May 4.  
 

Education  (Kay Snedden)   
Vacation Bible School will have a science theme and will 
be with Nevada United Methodist Church. The dates are 

July 13-17. 
 

Evangelism   (Nancy Kerbs)  
No report. 
 

Stewardship   (Jerry Janes)  
The committee is working to schedule the Temple Talks 
for this year.  
 

Worship and Music  (Gregg Poe)  
May 25 will be the last day for acolytes.  The committee 
plans to have Summer Hymn Sings that will be to prac-
tice contemporary music  before services. 

March 2008 Statistics  
 

March Offering   $14,695.66 
2008 Church Budget  $122,399.95 
Budget Received as of 3 -31-08   $38,088.02  
Building Loan Opened  11-12-02 
Balance as of 3 -31-08  $140,843.91 
Monthly Mortgage Payment  $1,522.60 
 

              General Fund     Building Fund  
Year  Attendance     Offerings            Offerings   
2006       461      $8903.25             $590.00  
2007      313      $7691.00                  $757.00 
2008       575      $14,034.66             $960.00   

St. Paul Church Council 2008  
 

President    Deanna Ness  667-9120  
Vice-President   Gregg Poe   667-2423 
Treasurer      Mary Reinert   667-5303   
Secretary    Nancy Kerbs   944-2435  

Financial Secretary   Nichole Anderson   667-0801  
Education    Kay Snedden   417- 884-2490 
Building & Grounds    Jack Lathrop   667-6981 
Stewardship    Jerry Janes   417- 922-3413 
Congregational Life    Grace Harold   417-465-2241 
                                     Ellen Byergo  417-922-1014 
Worship and Music    Gregg Poe   667-2423 

  3 

Summer Worship Changes  
 

During the summer, we have a few worship changes 
that affect ushers, communion assistants and aco-
lytes. Beginning the firs Sunday in June, our acolytes 
will have the summer off. For communion, an usher 
will send one pew from each side, so there will be 
only one line for communion during the summer. 
Pastor Kim will serve the bread, and on each side 
someone will serve the wine and collect the empty 
glasses. 
 

W are very thankful and proud of our acolytes who 
serve God in worship during the school year. Serving 
this year were: Kendra Biber, Darcy Bond, Cameron 
Byergo, Monique Campos, Thomas Kerbs, Abbie Lan-
doll, Taylor Norcross and Lauren Phillips. We have 
eight acolytes, with two serving each Sunday, so that 
means their turn to serve comes often!  Thanks to 
everyone for serving God in our worship together!  



St. Paul news ...  
 

Adult Sunday School will be continuing through the 
summer months. Come when youôre in town! Join 
us Sunday mornings at 9:00 am for wonderful time 
of discussion, fellowship, and conversation. 

 

Salad Luncheon Update 
 

Four of our salads have been chosen for the 29th Annual 
Salad Luncheon, Wednesday, June 18, 2008. Asian Chicken, 
Apricot-Ham, Confetti Cauliflower and Popcorn Salads will be 
served along with two fruit salads. Tasting of the fruit salads 
will be after church Sunday, May 18.  
 

Tickets will be available May 18 from ticket chair Sharon 
Kamla. Please help us sell tickets to your friends and cowork-
ers. The price is $7. Carry-outs are available and we serve 
from 11:30 to 1 p.m. This is a great fundraiser for the church 
and Thrivent Financial provides supplemental funds as a result 
of the volunteer efforts of our members who make the salads, 
sell 220 tickets and work in the kitchen on June 18th. 
 

The Church Council voted to donated 10% of the proceeds to 
Meals on Wheels, the program from Nevada Regional Medical 
Center which provides low-cost, nourishing meals to anyone of 
any age who cannot provide for themselves.  
 

If you can help June 18, please contact Julie Sitz or Anna See-
woester. At least 20 people are needed during the day to help 
serve salads, make coffee and tea, rinse, wash and dry dishes, 
help with carry-outs, take tickets, and clean-up after the lunch-
eon. We also need everyoneôs help in making the six salads to 
serve. Thanks to Susan Burns and Sarah Lathrop for making 
all the bread sticks and Anna Seewoester for the desserts. 

pe r s ona l  no tes . . .  
 

Thank you for the cards, calls, thoughts and 
prayers following the death of my mother, Eleanor 
Huber.  ~ Merle & Carole Huber and family  
 

Thank you for the cards and well -wishes following 
my appendectomy.  ~Dyke Kiel  
 

St. Paul Family, Thank you for the pamper shower 

for Ava. Knowing so many people are thinking of 
us as we watch Ava grow is wonderful. Thank you 
for all the diapers, wipes, money and gift cards. 

Itôs amazing how fast she goes through them. 
Thank you for the farm quilt. Ava enjoys all of the 
bright colors. Thank you!   ~Amanda, Kyle & Ava 

Wolf  
 

Community Outreach gratefully acknowledge St. 
Paul Lutheranôs gift of $223.00 following the Ecu-

menical Lenten Service.  ~ Barbara Long, Director  

Community Outreaché. 
 

In April, 29 food items and 2 household cleaning 
agents were gathered and taken to Community 
Outreach. Canned goods including soups, ravioli 
and boxed dinners were the principal items. Sev-
eral Best Choice food labels were included. 
Canned fruit and vegetables, tuna fish, stews, spa-
ghetti and meatballs, ravioli, dry boxed meals, ce-
reals and peanut butter and jelly are always popu-
lar and needed. Donôt forget to pick up an extra 
item on your next  grocery shopping trip for the 
community outreach basket located next to the 
entrance of Bloesser Hall.  
 

Your continued and faithful support of this impor-
tant ministry in our local community is appreciated. 
Thanks for sharing your gifts with others.  
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St. Paul Celebration  
Extravaganza! 

May 11, 2008 
 

�0�D�\���������Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���´�U�H�G�µ���O�H�W�W�H�U���G�D�\���L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�I�H��
of our St. Paul Congregation! First and 
foremost, we will celebrate the Day of Pen-
tecost, the birthday of the church, with 
cake and balloons. We encourage you to 
wear red to worship that day! 
 

�,�W�·�V���D�O�V�R�����0�R�W�K�H�U�·�V���'�D�\! We will honor all 
our mothers that day. 
 

We will be revealing our Secret Spiritual 
Sponsors during worship. We will unite 
our youth with the ones who have been 
praying for them all year. 
 

Last, but not least, May 11 will be the last 
day of Sunday School for our youth this 
year.  
 

�'�R�Q�·�W���P�L�V�V���W�K�L�V���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S��
and to give thanks for all of the gifts God 
has brought to our lives! 


